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GABRIEL DUMONT

DIES SUDDENLY.

Louis Riel's Famous Lieutenant Passes Away Near Batoche

HE IT WAS WHO DIRECTED THE REBELLION CAMPAIGN IN THE NORTH-WEST.
Rosthern, Sask., May 21.-Gabriel Dumont, the man who furnished the skill to conduct the Riel
rebellion, died suddenly near Batoche on Saturday morning.

Image caption: THE LATE GABRIEL DUMONT, Louis Riel's Lieutenant in the North-West
Rebellion.

Death was not expected, as Dumont had not been ailing previously. He was about seventy-five
years old, but quite robust.

Gabriel Dumont was the descendant to one of the hardy voyageurs who in the North-West took
Indian wives. He was born near Edmonton, in which district his father was in the employ of the
Hudson's Bay Company. When quite a young man, he became a successful leader of the
Indians in buffalo hunts and tribal wars. Soon he foresaw that the buffalo hunting days were
drawing to an end, and was shrewd enough to settle on the Saskatchewan river, where he
established a ferry which became known as Gabriel's Crossing, and then opened a store at the
same place. It was there that Louis Riel, the fomenter of the North-West rebellion, found him at
the beginning of the insurrection, and rightly judged him worthy of taking the military command.
Quite different from the political leader, Gabriel Dumont was not an enthusiast or dreamer. Of
grent intelligence and sagacity, his conduct of the rebels' side during the war revealed him to be
a man of decisive character and strength of purpose, and without him the enthusiasm aroused
by Riel would never have been organized and drilled into the effective resisting force which it
became at Fish Creek and Batoche. When the Provincial Government of the Saskatchewan was
formed he was made Adjutant-General and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces, and later on it
was he who, with a real genius for military engineering, planned the rifle pits at Fish Creek,
which stopped the march to Batoche for a week or more, and who also planned those at
Baltoche, which enabled the rebels to stand firm for four days, the place being carried only by
the gallantry and impetuosity of our volunteers. It is generally conceded that had the sorties and
surprises planned by him been carried out, the task of crushing the rebellion would have been a
harder and more prolonged one. When the rebels had been defeated and dispersed, Gabriel
Dumont ran the daring gauntlet of scouts, who were then on the watch for him over the two
hundred miles that lay between him and safety, and a few days after the battle of Batoche he
reached his friends in Montana. The military leader of the insurrection remained in the United
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States until He was granted amnesty, when he came to Canada and passed some time in
Montreal, the presence here of Riel's first lieutenant creating considerable interest. After a short
trip to Europe, he again returned to the United States and finally settled in his old home at
Batoche, where he lived quietly until the time of his death. respected and worshipped by the
halfbreeds and Indians.

A peculiar coincidence in connection with the death of Gabriel Dumont is the fact that the
mother of Louis Riel, his confederate and leader, passed away at St. Vital on the same day that
he himself died at Batoche.



